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Understanding What Governs ELL Education

Federal, state and local laws and regulations and court-ordered mandates from the last thirty years shape services for English Language Learners (ELLs) and how they are delivered in Rhode Island schools today. ELL programs that comply with these laws and regulations provide assurances that all ELLs have access to and equity in Rhode Island’s educational system. The 1974 landmark United States Supreme Court decision Lau v. Nichols established the right of students with limited English proficiency to have “a meaningful opportunity to participate in the educational program,” setting the stage nationally for language assistance programs in public schools. R.I.G.L. 16-54-2 authorizes the rules and regulations in Rhode Island. These amended regulations are intended to govern educational placements, evaluations, and curriculum coordination for English Language Learners enrolled in the public schools of Rhode Island. 

The mission of the Office of ELLs

The Office of ELLs provides ELLs and their families with equity and access to an excellent education. By supporting school leaders, strengthening instructional staff, promoting parental involvement, and improving material resources, the Office creates a rigorous learning environment that focuses on academic achievement, language and social development, and cross-cultural support. 

The primary linguistic goals of the instructional program for ELLs in the Woonsocket School District are to: 

1-
provide developmentally appropriate English language instruction tailored for the students’ level of English proficiency

2-
provide research-based content instruction while developing English Language proficiency 

3-
develop full English proficiency within 1-5 years depending on the ELL students initial proficiency level, and

4-
develop a positive attitude toward the native culture and that of the majority group 

Identification of ELLs

When parents first enroll their child in our schools, it is the responsibility of those at the school who do intake to have a home language survey (HLS) completed by the family. The HLS is sent to the ESL office where the coordinator will review for a second language. If no second language is on the HLS then no further action is taken by the ESL department. If there is a second language on the HLS form, then the ESL office calls the parent and conducts an interview. Based on the interview, the student may be deemed “not ESL” or “needing screening.”  If a student needs screening, the ESL office will go to the home school and test the student with the W-APT. The school and parents are notified of the student’s proficiency and whether he or she needs ESL instruction. If there are no ESL classrooms in the student’s home school, bussing is offered to the student to attend an ESL school.  Parents have the right to accept ESL or waive ESL services. If parents do not want ESL instruction they must sign a waiver form which will be provided by the ESL office after we speak with the parent to explain the benefits of ESL instruction. 
**The importance of attentive engagement with parents during the home language identification process cannot be stressed enough, as it is the process that initially determines whether a child may require ELL services.

Who is a Waived Student?

 While the ESL office makes all attempts to convince parents that ESL instruction is beneficial to the ELL, there are some parents who just don’t want their child in the program.  If, after speaking with the ESL office, a parent still does not want his/her child in ESL, we will provide a waiver form for the parent to sign.  Upon receipt of the waiver form, the student must be placed in a general education program.  The district is responsible for assessing the English language proficiency (ELP) on the annual ELP assessment as well as conducting a six month monitoring of the student’s academic progress without the benefit of ESL instruction. Teachers of the waived student will receive monitor forms twice a year to determine the progress of the student.  Parents are notified of the ELP assessment and monitor forms and a discussion occurs to determine if parents wish to sign the child into ESL or remain as a waived student.
*Rhode Island regulations provision allows a parent to waive an ELL instructional placement for their student.  However, it does not, and cannot, release a district from its obligations under federal law to provide and equal access to education.  A district must make modifications to its general education program necessary to overcome language barriers and be able to show that it does so.  To that end, the ELL program coordinator offers professional development to all teachers who work with ELL students.
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ESL Programs in WED

Woonsocket has an ESL program at all levels. We also have special education/ESL classrooms at each level.

Elementary level

Pothier (K-2), 
       Citizens (3-5), and 
       Coleman(K-5).  


All ELLs are placed in a multicultural classroom with an ESL teacher.  


We also have 2 Special Education/ESL self-contained classrooms (K-2 and 3-5).  

 Middle School 


Collaborative 


Grades 6-8


ESL and content teachers work together to provide ELLs with English and content instruction


Special education/ESL classroom

High School


Grades 9-12


English instruction is with the ESL teacher and content instruction is with an ESL certified teacher (for newcomers and beginners).


Special education/ESL

Required Hours of ESL Instruction
ESL instruction must develop the English Language Learner’s ability to understand, speak, read, and write academic English, be aligned with WIDA standards, and incorporate content knowledge and concepts aligned to state standards.  The state of Rhode Island determines the required hours an ELL should receive based on his or her language proficiency as determined by the ACCESS test. 

Entering and Emerging students -3 hours of ESL instruction per day 


Developing students – 2 hours of ESL instruction per day


Expanding students-1 hour of ESL instruction per day


Bridging students-monitored students not receiving ESL instruction
Assessment of the ELL

The English Language Learner is assessed annually with the ACCESS test given in the months of January through February.  ACCESS for ELLs test items are written from the model performance indicators of WIDA's five English Language Proficiency (ELP) standards:
· Social & Instructional Language
· Language of Language Arts

· Language of Mathematics

· Language of Science

· Language of Social Studies

The WIDA English Language Development (ELD) Standards represent the social, instructional, and academic language that students need to engage with peers, educators, and the curriculum in schools.

Test forms are divided into five grade-level clusters:

· Kindergarten

· Grades 1-2

· Grades 3-5

· Grades 6-8

· Grades 9-12
Within each grade-level cluster (except Kindergarten), ACCESS for ELLs consists of three forms: Tier A (beginning), Tier B (intermediate), and Tier C (advanced). This keeps the test shorter and more appropriately targets each students' range of language skills.
Proficiency Levels

Level 1—Entering:

A pupil shall be classified level 1 if the pupil does not understand or speak English with the exception of a few isolated words or expressions. 

Level 2-Emerging

(a) The pupil understands and speaks conversational and academic English with hesitancy and difficulty. 

(b) The pupil understands parts of lessons and simple directions. 

(c) The pupil is at a pre-emergent or emergent level of reading and writing in English, significantly below grade level

Level 3- Developing

A pupil shall be classified level 3 if all of the following criteria are met: 

(a) The pupil understands and speaks conversational and academic English with   decreasing hesitancy and difficulty. 

(b) The pupil is post-emergent, developing reading comprehension and writing skills in English. 

(c) The pupil’s English literacy skills allow the student to demonstrate academic knowledge in content areas with assistance. 

Level 4- Expanding

A pupil shall be classified level 4 if all of the following criteria are met: 

(a) The pupil understands and speaks conversational English without apparent difficulty, but understands and    speaks academic English with some hesitancy. 

(b) The pupil continues to acquire reading and writing skills in content areas needed to achieve grade level expectations with assistance. 

LEVEL 5  Bridging

A pupil shall be classified level 5 if all of the following criteria are met: 

(a) The pupil understands and speaks conversational and academic English well. 

(b) The pupil is near proficient in reading, writing, and content area skills needed to meet grade level expectations. 

(c) The pupil requires occasional support.  *This student is a monitored student!
Program Exit Requirements

1.
 ACCESS test:  students must score a 4.5 or better in literacy and 5.0 or better in comprehension  






or




NECAP test:  students must score a 3 in reading 

2. Any three of the following criteria:

 Passing grades in all core content   classes (as reflected on mid-year or 

  end-of-year report card), 

 or

 ESL/bilingual Education teacher recommendation, 

 or

 At least two general education core content teacher recommendations, 

or

 At least three writing samples demonstrating skill not more than one  year below grade level,  

or

 Score on a district reading assessment not more than one year below grade level as defined by the publisher or the district

Monitored Students
After exit from ESL, students are placed in monitoring status for 2 years.  The ESL office continuously evaluates and documents a student’s progress through review of the student’s most recent report cards, parental feedback, teacher evaluations, and state assessments.
Connecting with Parents of ELLs

Research shows that strong parental involvement can have an impact on the academic success of students. The ESL department has instituted several initiatives in order to involve the parents in their child’s education.  We have created a parent group (PESLO) which meets 5-6 times per year and keeps the ELL parent informed of important school topics and events.  In addition, the ESL department sends out an ESL Newsletter on a monthly basis to the parents of all Ells in the district in order to keep parents informed of any important events that may be happening in the schools.  
Home-School Liaison

The home school liaison works collaboratively with administrators, teachers, and parents.  He/she provides parent information sessions, workshops, and organizes family events and also supports ELL students and their families by increasing communication for students, parents, teachers, and administrators.

Pre-school Outreach Worker

The pre-school Outreach worker provides much needed linguistic support and academic readiness skills and strategies to pre-school students identified as English Language Learners and their parents/guardians through home-centered lessons and activities                                        






.[image: image3.jpg]



	Adult Parent Educator


The Adult Parent Educator promotes parent participation in educational programs for the parents of limited English proficient children.  Teacher provides oral communication skills and reading and writing instruction to parents.
Definitions

ELL- English Language Learner: a student (1)whose first language is not English or who speak a variety of English, as used in a foreign country or U.S. possession.  (2) who is now learning English, but (3) who has not yet attained enough proficiency in English to allow him or her to fully profit from content area instruction conducted only in English.

W-APT-Wida Access Placement test- an initial screening instrument developed by WIDA consortium to measure a student’s ability to understand, speak, and read English at a level appropriate to the student’s age and grade placement.
ACCESS- Accessing Comprehension and Communications in English  for ELLs.  The WIDA developed assessment instrument administered annually and measures the social and academic English language proficiency of ELLs in four domains: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
WIDA- World Class Instructional Design and Assessment- a consortium of states, including Rhode Island, that has developed English language proficiency standards and English language proficiency tests.
ESL-English as a Second Language- a method of instruction that develops an English Language Learner’s social, instructional, and academic proficiency in English in order to prepare the ELL to succeed in a school’s general education program.
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